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and the personal regard and attachment that they had for their European Political Agent
As I have said, neither of these items of the partition scheme was in any way connected with the unrest I pass now to the partition as it affected the Bengali portion of the Bengal Province I regaid the adjustment of the boundaries between the old Provinces of Bengal and Assam as a wise and statesmanlike measure. It was passed after the fullest consideiation, after public and private discussion with representatives of all the interests concerned, and from no other motive than the real and permanent benefit of the people of the two Provinces I have never known any administrative step taken after fuller discussion and more careful consideration It is not accurate to describe the change as "the paitition of Bengal," inasmuch as there had already, many years before, been handed over to the Assam Province one or two of the Distucts of Eastern Bengal Eastern Bengal is a tract well known in the history of the Province, and of that tract part already belonged to the Assam Province The transfer of the rest of it to that Piovmce was, in my opinion, exceedingly desirable, if not absolutely necessary
In Bengal, as it was constituted before the partition, there was an area of nearly two hundred thousand square miles, with seventy-eight and a half millions of people. It had been growing increasingly difficult, until it had become practically impossible, to conduct efficiently the administration of this great Province, It was not a matter only of the burden of work laid on the Lieutenant-Governor, but rather the impossibility of efficient working of the various departments of the Government. No head of a department was able efficiently to deal with the great charge committed to him The result of this was that many of the Districts of Eastern Bengal had been practically neglected* There were many reasons which led the ordinary head of a department, when he found that he could not overtake efficiently his whole charge, to give to Orissa and Western Bengal such time as he had at